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Roll up roll up!  Come, wind back the clock and join in a rollicking 
evening of old time music hall at the Village  Hall.  Watch the village 
noticeboards and shop windows for further information.  Tickets from 
Robin Hill Stores, Spar Shop, and Committee Members.  Book a table if 
you wish.  Licensed bar and refreshments.  Raffle.   Come as you are or 
in period dress – prize for the best. 

Arranged by the Village hall with net proceeds in aid of Village Hall 
Extension and Improvement project. 

Old Time Music Hall - Sat 20th Feb
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Friday 11th March
Longstanding in the village or recently arrived, this one is for you and 
a new idea.  A gentle informal evening with a licensed bar, soft music, 
refreshments on sale, and a chance to chat with enthusiasts about the 
many activities open to all in Marnhull, and even try a few of them.  
Did you know there are more than 20 organisations currently running, 
and rising?  Physical, philosophical, musical, earthy, you name it .........   
Also the results of the Village Hall questionnaire on display and an 
opportunity to discuss the proposals.

An Evening For All... 
At The Village Hall
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www.stmarymarnhull.dorset.sch.uk 
Come and see what we can offer you and your child 

A warm, friendly 
primary school 
that welcomes  

children from all 
faiths and none 

 

 

St. Mary’s Explorers  
Preschool 

Early Education Funding  
for 3 years + 

Old Mill Lane, Marnhull, 
DT10 1JX 

   01258 820417 

 

pOST OFFICE, CONVENIENCE STORE & DELICATESSEN 

ROBIN HILL STORES 

Home delivery on newspapers, magazines and groceries.  Delicious 
fresh veg & fruit, breads & cakes— delivered in daily.  

Special orders catered for.  
Daily essentials & deals on branded products too.   

Full Post Office service + cash withdrawal, car tax, electricity,  
gas & mobile top up,  National Lottery,  Foreign Currency. 

Health Lottery, Teleflorist, Dry Cleaning.  
Hampers & Gift bags made to order. 

DELI COUNTER HAND CARVED HAM,  
LOCAL CHEESES, OLIVES,SNACKS,  

FRESHLY DELIVERED BREADS,  
HOMEMADE SANDWICHES  

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES  
A BIG RANGE OF HOUSEHOLD ESSENTIALS, 

CARDS & STATIONERY, WINES, BEERS & SPIRITS 

01258 820959 

Mon-Fri 8-5.30 
Saturday from 8-1 

Sunday 8–12.00 

Dean Harris (Quarry Manager): 07771 684647 
Office: 01258 472419 

Whiteway Quarry, Whiteway Lane, Marnhull, 
Dorset, DT10 1NQ

SUPPLIERS OF NATURAL AND CUT STONE:

RANDOM DRESSED 
SAWN SPLIT

CHISEL FACED ASHLAR
WINDOW SURROUNDS 
DECORATIVE WALLS

For more information please visit:
www.marnhullstone.co.uk

ASHLAR FLOORINGFIREPLACES

http://www.stmarymarnhull.dorset.sch.uk
http://www.robinhillstores.com
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Chris Ryu - Messenger Editor

Welcome back... I hope that you all had a lovely festive break and 
that you’re not being affected by the ‘winter blues’.

We have quite a bit from the Village Hall this month, including the 
Supporters Club Application Forms, an update on the survey from 
the last issue and details on two great events.

‘An evening for all’ is a great concept that I think many will enjoy. 
The idea is simple - come along for an informal get together, maybe 
a couple of drinks and meet enthusiasts from the various clubs in 
the village. There’ll even be an opportunity to try some of them out!

It was great to meet Tom and Paul - the new owners of Marnhull 
Stores. They certainly have some exciting plans for the shop and are 
so pleased with the support they’ve received from the community 
so far.

Advertising
The new adverts are in, so thank you to our advertisers and a special 
thank you to Vaughan for organising a great variety of advertisers. 
There are a couple of adverts that are distorted due to being in the 
incorrect dimensions. You’re more than welcome to send me an 
updated advert at any time and if I can be of any help getting the 
advert proportions correct, please just ask.

Reminder Service
Regular contributors will have probably noticed a new automated 
reminder service this month. This sends a reminder 2 weeks and 
then 3 days before deadline. If you’d like to be added to the list, just 
let me know on editor@marnhullmessenger.org.uk

All Change for
Marnhull Stores

Marnhull Messenger Contact Details

Editor: Chris Ryu - editor@marnhullmessenger.org.uk
01258 821654 - 3 Corner Close, Marnhull, DT10 1PB

Webmaster: Chris Ryu - as above

Advertising: Vaughan Ham - advertising@marnhullmessenger.org.uk
01258 820344 - 24 Plowman Close, Marnhull, DT10 1LB

Treasurer: Bill Shannon - treasurer@marnhullmessenger.org.uk 
01258  820890

Circulation: The Eveleighs - circulation@marnhullmessenger.org.uk 
01258 821049 - Weavers House, Burton Street, Marnhull, DT10 1PS

Chairman: Ian Gall - chairman@marnhullmessenger.org.uk
01258 820484

Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in the articles and on the pages of the Marnhull Messenger are not necessarily those of the Marnhull Messenger. 
All the dates and details are as supplied by the contributing organisations.. The Marnhull Messenger is not responsible for errors or omis-
sions, accuracy of the content, nor the failure of any published event to go ahead. The letters and articles published in this magazine are 
accepted in good faith and the views expressed therein are not necessarily the views of the Messenger Steering Committee, whose decisions 
on publication are delegated to the Editor and are final.

This publication is provided for your use "as is" without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied; inclusion of an advertisement for 
an event or service does not imply that they are endorsed by the Marnhull Messenger.  The Marnhull Messenger will take all reasonable precau-
tions to ensure that the content is socially and morally acceptable.

Privacy Policy
The Marnhull Messenger respects the privacy of  organisations and persons who submit information for publication. Personal details, in-
cluding photographs, will only be published if approved and submitted by organisations or individuals. No personal details will be given out 
or sold to any third parties, whether individuals, organisations or companies..

Deadline For Next Issue

MID-DAY 19th February
E-mail all texts, announcements and other requests to:

editor@marnhullmessenger.org.uk

Marnhull Stores of New Street has changed ownership this month and is 
now being run by Tom and Paul Hawtree from the Spar shop at Riverside 
Garage, West Stour. 

The brothers who went to school in Marnhull are thrilled to have taken 
over the shop.  Tom said ‘Marnhull Stores is a shop we’ve long admired 
and to now have the opportunity to run it is just fantastic. When we were 
approached by Tracy about succeeding her it was an easy decision, we 
just had to do it. Being local ourselves and only coming from West Stour 
we’ve seen a lot of the same friendly faces who use the petrol station 
which has been wonderful with helping us to feel at home.’ Tom who 
you will often see behind the counter doing the meeting and greeting is 
especially fond of the shop as he remembers as a child cycling from West 
Stour to the store so he could get his football stickers.

Since taking over the store the brothers have made it their mission to 
increase the range of products in the shop and to introduce a one pound 
value range as well. Paul who is chiefly responsible for the buying and 
negotiating with Spar said ‘we are trying to get the best products Spar 
have to offer at the best possible prices onto our shelves, we want our 
customers to be confident that they can come into our shop and find a 
range good quality food in order to put together a breakfast, lunch or 
dinner.’

As well as quality food products the boys are equally determined to see 
value for money on the shelves. In the last month there have been some 
great deals on leading brands, often beating the supermarket prices. Tom 
said his favourite moment since taking over was when a young lady came 
in and told him she had just stopped in on the way past and was on her 
way to do the weekly shop in one of the big supermarkets and whilst 
walking around the shop had changed her mind and was going to do a 
lot of her shopping in the store instead.

With quality being key at Marnhull Stores, the brothers are very keen 
to buy local produce where they can and indeed Spar encourages 
their shops to support local producers. Since taking over the boys have 
introduced Dave Chard potatoes from Somerset and have added duck 
eggs to the free range and barn eggs already supplied by Foots eggs of 
Bishops Caundle.

Looking at the outside of the shop not much has changed so far but the 
boys say they have plans for that, it’s on the inside of the shop that things 
are really taking shape. The instore bakery has been reintroduced and 
every morning there is a fresh offering of croissants, pain au chocolat and 
French sticks as well as the already popular hot sausage rolls and steak 
pasties. In the coming weeks the boys plan to be hosting a wine tasting 
evening with everyone welcome, the details for this event will hopefully 
be published in the next issue of the Marnhull Messenger.

Both Tom and Paul were very keen to show off the shop and you can tell 
they are very proud to be running it. Next time you’re passing by the door 
drop in and say hello, the boys will be very pleased to see you and to 
show you around. With the shop open from 7.30am until 8pm Monday 
to Saturday and 8 until 12 on Sunday they really are there for you when 
you need them.



Annual Diary 2016
All events are held at the Village Hall unless otherwise stated.

For Village Hall bookings please call  
01258 821427 or  07786 667796
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1st - Parish Council Meeting

3rd - Table Tennis Club - 2.15 - 5.45 p.m.

4th - Toddler Group

5th - Lunch Club

8th - WI - From Popes to Pop Stars. Ian Gall. This  
          is an open meeting, visitors welcome.

10th - Table Tennis Club - 2.15 - 5.45 p.m.

10th - Mothers’ Union AGM - Methodist Hall

11th - Toddler Group
12th - Quiet Half Hour - Our Lady’s Church         
            12.00 noon

12th - Blackmore Vale Art Group

15th - Marnhull Music Society - Ladies’ Choice  
             Presented by Judy Fyfe

17th - Table Tennis Club - 2.15 - 5.45 p.m.

18th - Toddler Group

20th - Old Time Music Hall

23rd - Moviola 45 years

24th - Table Tennis Club - 2.15 - 5.45 p.m.

25th - Toddler Group

2nd - Table Tennis Club - 2.15 - 5.45 p.m.

3rd - Toddler Group

4th - Lunch Club

7th - Parish Council Meeting

9th - Table Tennis Club - 2.15 - 5.45 p.m.

9th - Mothers’ Union talk by Erica Ramsden on 
Iridology and Homeopathy - Methodist Hall

10th - Toddler Group

11th - Blackmore Vale Art Group

11th - Evening for All

16th - Table Tennis Club - 2.15 - 5.45 p.m.

17th - Toddler Group

17th - Marnhull Yarners 1.30 - 3pm.

22nd - Moviola The Lady in the Van

23rd - Table Tennis Club - 2.15 - 5.45 p.m.

24th - Toddler Group

30th - Table Tennis Club - 2.15 - 5.45 p.m.

31st - Toddler Group

4th - Parish Council Meeting

6th - Table Tennis Club - 2.15 - 5.45 p.m.

7th - Toddler Group

8th - Lunch Club

8th - Blackmore Vale Art Group

13th - Table Tennis Club - 2.15 - 5.45 p.m.

14th - Toddler Group

20th - Table Tennis Club - 2.15 - 5.45 p.m.

21st - Toddler Group

21st - Marnhull Yarners 1.30 - 3pm.

26th - Moviola Brooklyn

28th - Table Tennis Club - 2.15 - 5.45 p.m.

29th - Toddler Group

Club Representatives

Please can you send me your 2016 
schedules when possible.

February March April

News & Events

Village Hall Supporters Club

14th December 2015 
Draw held at WI meeting

Prize Ticket No Winner

£100 340 Ann Skinner

£60 136 Mrs J Pont

£60 173 Marnhull Garden Club

£50 333 Peter Colebrook

£50 101 Barbara Russell

£30 345 Eleanor Woodhouse

£30 128 Bryan Thomas

£25 32 Tim & Pat Jolly

£20 52 Janette Kenworthy

£10 273 Alan & Joy Legg

Village Hall Fund Bingo
Happy New Year to you all. I would like to say a big thank you to all 
those who helped to make the Christmas Bingo a success. Also to the 
many people and businesses who kindly donated the many proizes. The 
amount raised was £568.75. This goes towards the Village Hall Fund. Once 
again, THANK YOU!

Tina Matthews

Marnhull Yarners

Enthusiastic knitters/crocheters — come and join us for a monthly get 
together to improve or pass on your skills in a relaxed informal way.

We will meet every month on the third Thursday from 1.30 until 3pm. The 
first meeting will be on March 17th 2016 at Laburnum Cottage, Sodom 
Lane, Marnhull DT10 1HR. Please call Sioban on 01258 820853 for more 
information and to book your place (maximum 5 people).

There will be tea/coffee available for those who arrive at 1.30.

Just turn up and leave to suit your other commitments — we are very 
easy-going.

Look forward to seeing you with your knitting.
Sloban Boyce

While you knit...
we could spin a yarn or two!
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Marnhull Cricket Club

Warm summer days seem far off at the moment, but the cricket season 
will soon be here again before we know it, and the pleasant sound of 
willow on leather will once more grace Marnhull Rec.

Marnhull Cricket Club has been part of the fabric of village life for 
approaching 200 years, and goes from strength to strength, continuing 
to develop and adapt with the times. We are a flourishing, inclusive club,

catering for all ages and abilities. We play for the love of the game, and 
are always ready to welcome anyone wishing to join with us, either in 
a playing or non-playing capacity. If you are in any way interested in 
cricket, and in strengthening the community, please let us know. We 
would really love to hear from you.

The coming 2016 season is going to be truly historic, for in addition to 
fielding two adult Dorset league sides, a friendly XI, and several youth 
teams, we will also be launching for the first time a Ladies XI. Coaches, 
fixtures and training are already organised, and there is growing 
excitement about this latest development. So, if you are a prospective 
lady cricketer, and would like to show the lads how the game should 
be played, please come along to our first training session at Clayesmore 
School Gymnasium, Iwerne Minster, on Sunday 7th February between 
2.00 and 4.00pm.

Further information from Jemma Sullivan (07496 355084) or Martha 
Bache (07730 476738)

Marnhull Lunch Club
December 4th was our Christmas get together in the Village Hall where 
Tina Matthews had worked hard on decorating both the hall and the 
Christmas tree. The lunch club helpers worked hard to ensure that the 
tables looked just right, glasses gleaming, little bowls of nibbles waiting 
to whet appetites, and, festive crackers, kindly donated by Robin Hill 
Stores, just waiting to be pulled.

Seventy two diners arrived to be greeted with a glass of mulled wine or 
orange juice which was also available and they were able to enjoy this 
whilst being beautifully entertained by the carol singing of the choirs of 
St Mary’s and St Gregory’s schools. 

Then it was time for the meal, and what a meal they had, turkey 
with stuffing, chipolatas, lovely roast potatoes, carrots, broccoli and 
cauliflower.

Our vegetarian members were not forgotten, they enjoyed their 
poached salmon and hollandaise sauce! Next came the pudding, a rich 
mincemeat tart with cream.

Just as coffee was being served, who should come in but Father 
Christmas, accompanied by his little elf, (their identities are being 
carefully guarded!), to distribute Christmas Presents.

Eventually, the time came when we all had to depart to our homes, our 
drivers came to collect those who needed them, and the rest of the club, 
full of good food and Christmas joy, went on their ways.

I would like thank all those helpers and drivers who make our lunch club 
the success that it is.

Now we have a rest until 5th February when once again the hall will be 
filled with the sound of happy chatter and laughter. 

Norval Faro

The Village Hall Survey
We have had a really interesting response from individuals and 
organisations covering a total of some 200 people including all the 
organisation members.  This gives a varied picture of needs and wishes 
including some imaginative ideas, but it would be so much better to 
have more.  

If you have not participated please do – there will be a display showing 
a cross section of responses in the Robin Hill Stores display window, 
and spare forms for completion inside.  If you prefer just to discuss it 
informally, please talk to anyone involved with the Hall or ring me John 
Dowsett on 01258 821534

ROYAL AIR FORCES ASSOCIATION

75 YEARS TO THE DAY AND HOUR
In the gathering darkness of the late afternoon, the sombre notes of The 
Last Post fell on the throng of young and old congregated in a woodland 
glade to commemorate the life given by a 19 year old Spitfire pilot in 
1940.  At the precise time, to the day and hour, of Pilot Officer Woodward 
Allen’s death 75 years earlier, RAF Warrant Officer Jon Tomlin from 
Blandford Camp laid a wreath on the memorial marking the spot where 
he crashed in Field Grove on the borders of Durweston and Winterborne 
Stickland. 

Earlier that afternoon, there had been a Service of Thanksgiving in 
Durweston Parish Church planned by WO Jon and the local Cub and 
Scout Leader.  As the Royal Air Forces Association branch, which 
currently maintains the woodland memorial, we prepared the site and 
access to it and orchestrated the attendance, with their standards, of Air 
Training Corps Cadets and other RAFA branches from Dorchester, Poole, 
Sherborne and Wimborne.  A church packed with the Lord Lieutenant, 
the Mayor of Blandford, living relatives of the pilot, locals, and smartly 
uniformed cubs, scouts and cadets parading their standards, gave 
thanks, prayer and dedication in an “air” themed service.  A fly past by a 
Tiger Moth, flown by a former RAF pilot, the last to have shot down and 
enemy aircraft, had to be cancelled because of the weather.  

Just and humble homage had been given to not only this brave pilot but, 
equally to the many who had gone before and after him.

Your active local RAFA Branch is a friendly group of people of more than 
100 who have either been in the RAF/WRAF/ WAAF or who just enjoy our 
ethos, support and camaraderie. If you would like to learn more about or 
wish to join us please contact Tony Dee on 01258 473823.
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BLACKMORE VALE FOOT CARE
Gillian Walsham MSc, RGN (Ret’d), MAFHP, MCFHP

Professional treatment in your home.
PROBLEM NAILS, CORNS, CALLUSES etc

& GENERAL FOOT CARE.

For appointments and information:

Tel: Marnhull (01258) 820203Tel: Marnhull (01258) 820203
Email: gillian.walsham@virgin.net

 
 
 
        MARY C.                    

COMPLEMENTARY THERAPIST, MAR  
 

AROMATHERAPY, FACIALS,  
MASSAGE, REFLEXOLOGY & REIKI 

 

Relaxing treatments tailored to 
individual needs.  

 

 GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 
 

Call Mary Colohan on            
Marnhull (01258) 821422 

                      
 
 

                                              LAVENDERS GREEN 
Complementary therapies 

Register of Exercise 
Professionals 

tanyaagreen@btinternet.com 

Aromatherapy 
Therapeutic massage.   Reflexology. 

Reiki and Yoga tuition 
 

Tanya Green ITEC 
Traditional Yoga Association 

Tel. 01258 820410 
m. 07729 301387 

ANGEL HOLISTIC CARE
HOME CARE

Helping keep you independence whilst
In your own home.

We provide flexible tailored packages of care
And services to suit your individual needs.

Please contact:-
Angela (registered General Nurse)

01258 821640/ 07769 157553

Natural Beauty MANICURE / PEDICURE
WAXING  SHELLAC
FACIALS 

•
• MASSAGE

LASH / BROW TINTING
PAMPER PARTIES

For More Information Call:

07920 269664
E: kellyrbrady@hotmail.co.uk

W: www.kellynaturalbeauty.co.uk

Mobile Beauty Therapist
Beauty Treatments 

in the Comfort of your own Home

 

 

· Quick Books & Sage Expertise · Management 
Accounts 
· Personal & Corporate Taxation · Book-keeping, 
Payroll      & VAT 

01258 820709 

Email: info@accountancyplusdorset.co.uk 
Contact: Mr Kim Harden, FCA, FCCA 

4 New Street, Marnhull DT10 1PY 

. 

 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

http://www.accountancyplusdorset.com


News from the Nick.
Combating crime
in your neighbourhood
PC 2146 Phil Sugrue
07500 816 258

December 2015 crimes in Marnhull that have been reported include, 
New Street, theft of tools from an unattended motor vehicle. The owner 
of the vehicle is a self employed tradesman and we must remember, not 
only is there the cost of the tools, the victim has lost money, as whilst 
waiting for tools to be replaced, he wasn’t able to work. Please don’t leave 
items in your vehicle but if you have to, check your security. Are items on 
view? Can you add an extra lock? Are your tools marked?

We continue to suffer thefts of trailers. The second report in a few weeks 
from Marnhull. Please contemplate a wheel lock or other security device. 
We have also received a report of theft of wellie boots from an open 
porch in the Love Lane area. We have some good news, tools stolen from 
a garage in Crown Road were found in the Manston area and returned 
to owner.

We continue to get reports of speeding in the village. When we do get 
time to get out with the speed gun, the people we often have to speak 
to are locals who believe they know the roads and therefore, are going a 
little faster than they should. 

Many of our roads are 60mph but just as many are only 30. Please 
remember, these are limits and NOT targets, and as we head towards a 
cold spell, please make sure your vehicles are ready for the conditions. 
De ice your windows properly and leave plenty of time for your journey. 

PCSO 6268
Kate Hann
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Staff
Dr Jacqui Ainsley has now joined the practice and Dr Camilla Kulasekaram, 
will be replacing Dr Richard Emms when he retires in April.

We have two new Nurse appointments – Nurse Practitioner Dean Warren 
and Practice Nurse Val Latham. Another Nurse Practitioner is being 
appointed and four new Receptionists are also joining the team.

Carolyn Overton will be working all day Friday offering Nurse Practitioner 
appointments in Sturminster.

Anne Edwards has joined the team as Primary Care Pharmacist.   She will 
be supporting the GPs with prescribing queries, updating systems and 
processes, working with patients on medicines compliance and the local 
pharmacies in order to improve the service we provide to patients.  

Prescriptions
The NHS spends £8 billion a year on prescription drugs in primary care 
in England and this figure is increasing. Trying to control the inevitable 
wastage of medicines is a primary concern.  That’s why we, along with the 
vast majority of GP Practices are changing to ‘28 day prescribing’, which 
means that each time you get a prescription, you will receive enough of 
each medicine to last you one month.

Research has shown that a very large amount of medication is wasted 
when doctors prescribe for two months (56 days) resulting in the loss of 
millions of pounds of NHS money which could be used to provide services 
elsewhere in the NHS. 

If you are being prescribed a “repeat medicine” your doctor will now 
start to prescribe enough of each medicine to last you for 28 days. This 
means you will always start (and finish), the container of each medicine 
on the same day of the week. In this way, it will be easier for your doctor to 
review all of the repeat medicines you are taking and to see if you might 
be having problems with any of your medicines. 

There are some drugs which are packaged in 3 monthly amounts e.g. 
contraceptive pills and hormone replacement therapy (HRT). These will 
continue to be supplied in this way. 

28 day prescribing reduces the amount of medicine which is currently 
wasted when medicines are stopped or changed by doctors. It also 
reduces the amount which is wasted when partly filled containers are 
thrown away. Also you should only have to visit the surgery once a month 
to collect your repeat medicines. The way you take your medicine will 
remain the same, only the amount of medicines you receive on each 
prescription will change.

The vast majority of patients collecting repeat prescriptions do not 
pay prescription charges; therefore there will be no difference to these 
patients in terms of cost. If you do have to pay prescription charges and 
you need more than 5 prescription items in 4 months (or 14 prescription 
items in 12 months), the best way to pay for your prescriptions would be 
to obtain a Prescription Prepayment Certificate (PPC). Ask at reception for 
more information.

If you have any questions on 28 day prescribing, or would like more 
information, please contact the surgery or ask your pharmacist. 

Alternatively, the NHS choices website at www.nhs.uk has lots of reliable 
medicines related information.

From The Surgeries 

News & Events

Mother’s Union
We welcomed 3 visitors to our January meeting when we had an 
excellent, entertaining talk from Kerry Gardner . He spoke to us about 
his life as an actor which started in school plays at the age of 15. Having 
originally wanted to be a vet Kerry’s ambition changed and he applied 
and was accepted at RADA.  When he started at RADA he was the 
youngest boy and Valerie Singleton was the youngest girl, many well 
known names were in the leaving year at that time. The classes included 
dancing, singing, sword fencing and makeup and the whole way of life 
was very different. In the final year the students put on a show and agents 
attended but only 3 were chosen. For Kerry and the others the task of 
finding work began. Kerry’s first job was as a 50 year old butler so made 
good use of his make up skills. The repertory theatres gave opportunities 
but it was hard work. Kerry’s break came at the Old Vic when the actor 
playing Lysander was unable to perform and so the understudy (Kerry) 
was called on and was very successful and this resulted in more roles. 
At the age of 35 he worked on “Up Pompeii” playing an 18 year old but 
then changed direction and became an agent. This work led to travel 
and visits to Cannes Film Festival and the Oscars amongst other things.

Two MU members then acted an excerpt from a play and were given 
full marks for their performance! Our next meeting is the AGM on 
Wednesday 10th February
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6 New Street, Marnhull DT10 1PY

Tiling, Slating, Leadwork, Timberwork
New & re-roofing work undertaken

Nick Upshall 
Tel: 01258 821231

Mobile: 07801 851079
www.camelotbuilders.co.ukwww.camelotbuilders.co.uk

Camelot Builders Ltd
Farm Office
East Lawn Farm
Lawn Crossroads
Gillingham
Dorset SP8 5QN
wwwww.camelotbuilders.co.uk

All aspects of building work undertaken including:

• Extensions
• New Builds
• Roofing
• Renovations
• Loft Conversions

Tel: 01747 835422
email: info@camelotbuilders.co.uk

BARTLETT 
CONTRACTORS LTD 

 
 

AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTORS 
COMPLETE AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTING SERVICE 

 
CIVIL ENGINEERS: HEAVY AND RURAL 

OPERATED PLANT HIRE, HAULAGE, LANDSCAPING, FENCING, 
LAND DRAINAGE, HEDGE TRIMMING,  

LAKE AND POND CONSTRUCTION 
 

TRACK REGENERATION 
POTHOLES TAKEN OUT IN ONE PASS,  

QUARTER THE PRICE OF RESTONING THE SURFACE. CEMENT 
CAN BE INCORPORATED 

 

 
 

SUPPLIERS OF OOLITIC LIMESTONE, TURF, TOPSOIL, 
SAND, GRAVEL, SCALPINGS AND MORE 

 

01258 472419 
Web: www.bartlettcontractors.co.uk   

BEFORE AFTER 

GENERAL BUILDER 
STONEMASON 

reliability guaranteed 
 

Extensions ~ Garages ~ Garden Walls ~ Repointing ~ Chimneys 
Lead Work ~ Rendering ~ Plastering ~ Patios 

 

Many satisfied customer references if required 
Probably the cheapest around 

No VAT 
Ring Barry 01258 820010 (evening) 07966 550081 (day) 

5 Hardy Close, Marnhull DT10 1LG 

http://www.camelotbuilders.co.uk
http://www.camelotbuilders.co.uk
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Royal British Legion
The Headland concert to raise money for the Ducks 
and Drakes Bowel Cancer Trust was a great night 
and a resounding success. Thanks go to all to many 
to mention who donated prizes for the prize draw, 
all who attended and bought draw tickets and of 
course Headland who provided a great night and 
then donated their fee to the cause. All this meant 
that on the night we were able to hand over more 
than £1,000 for this worthwhile local cause.

Similarly the Cricket Club’s Christmas bingo night had a packed house 
that resulted in more than £700 being raised for the memorial bench for 
Percy Dawe. Thanks again go to all the people  who donated prizes, John 
Young who co-ordinated the event and everyone else who helped in any 
way. Plans are under way to get the bench up in time for the start of the 
cricket season.  

Meanwhile Social Secretary Tony Junge has been hard at work organising 
this year’s entertainment with most Saturday’s now being packed with 
great performers. There is nothing like live music to get the feet tapping 
and there is bound to be something that will appeal to everyone. Entry for 
non-members is a modest £2 and £22 will give you a year’s membership 
and free access. Talk to a Committee member or ring or e-mail me.

The Club has recently allied itself with Ringwood Brewery and will be 
having Marston’s Pedigree as it’s regular ale and is planning a mini beer 
festival with the May bank holiday weekend being a possibility. The date 
is not confirmed yet but watch this space. The Pedigree is proving popular 
and with Carlsberg and Foster’s Lager, Stowford cider and assorted 
bottled beers and spirits we cater for most people’s tastes.

Branch business is a bit quiet at the moment after the excitement of 
Poppy fortnight and Remembrance Sunday but the jumble sale raise 
£230 for the Poppy Appeal. As it was such a success we will be needing 
some more jumble for the next sale in March, we can collect, give me a 
call.

At the AGM’s in November all members of both Committees agreed to 
stand again but both are in need of some fresh blood. If you think you 
would like to help please contact me on the numbers below.  

LEST WE FORGET
Sad to report the passing of long time member Cynthia Hopkins. 
Condolences go to her friends and family.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Branch business contact Jack Whitehead on 01258 820800 or email 
whitehead795@btinternet.com

Art Exhibition

Local dentist Paul Woodhouse and wife Lisa would like to invite you to 
something a little bit different, an art exhibition in a Dental Practice! 
Wessex House Dental Practice in Sherborne, are excited to be holding 
their first art exhibition by local artist Laurence Belbin. Laurence is well 
known locally and he is looking forward to sharing his art work with you 
at our practice. Laurence is known for his ability to capture the sensation 
of light in his paintings and his work is described as sensitive, lively, 
colourful and atmospheric, a must see!

All of Laurence’s artwork will be for sale, but he has very kindly donated 
a piece of his art for us to raffle. With this, along side some teas, coffees 
and cakes we will be raising funds for our chosen charity Dentaid. All 
together it should make for a lovely outing, why not come and join us?! 
Saturday the 6th of February 2016 10am - 4pm, at Wessex House Dental 
Practice, Westbury, Sherborne, we look forward to seeing you!

Directory Corrections
Below are corrections to the annual directory published at the end of last 
year.

Marnhull Women’s Institute - Secretary, Rosemary Rowden - new e mail 
address - arowden@outlook.com

Simon Hoare MP - 02072 195697 simon.hoare.mp@parliament.uk

Age Concern email address: charlotte.dooley@acnorthdorset.org.uk

Christian Aid - Joy Matthews 01258 820375

Dorset Association for the Disabled - Mrs Judith Bennett 471623

Relate Marriage Guidance www.relatedorset.org.uk
Dorchester: 2 Poundbury Bus. Centre, Poundbury, DT1 3WA 01305 257206
Shaftesbury: Westminster Memorial Hospital, Abbey Walk, SP7 8BD 
01305 262285
Yeovil: The Foyer, Peter Street, BA20 1PN 01305 262285

Contact details were published for the late Bill Reed (Lions Club). Our 
sincere apologies for any upset or confusion this may have caused.
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R&S LEWIS JOINERY 

 

We design & make 
fitted wardrobes 

bookcases & cupboards. 
 

Hardwood windows 
& doors 

 

Ham Lane Marnhull 
01258 820467 

Workshop 01963 363862 

 

 

 

 

 Dry Stone Walling and Paving 
 All types of stone walling undertaken 

 
Patrick Houchen                       
DSWA member 
CIS /CSCS registered 

01963 371123                                   
07791588141 

www.yenstonewalling.co.uk

 
 

 

 
 

PLUMBWOOD 
for all domestic plumbing  
From tap repairs to new 

bathrooms 
 

Tiling and Woodwork projects  
also undertaken 

 
Call Tim or Helen Cronin: 

01258 820520 / 07780 673053  

Reliability Guaranteed 
8 Plowman Close 

Marnhull 
Dorset DT10 1LB 
T: 01258 821420 
M: 07740403033 

E: valeelectrics@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Please call Andy for a free quote

Marnhull 01258 821427
Mobile 07939 196384

Email: yaffle1@hotmail.co.uk

 

 

 

 Willow Renovations Ltd 
Renovations - Alterations - Decorations 

We are a small, local company offering a professional, 
affordable and experienced service in all aspects of the 
building trade. Please contact us to discuss your project 
and we can help make your plans come to life.  

Tel: 01747 851378 or 07876 527060 
Email: mattkeirle@willowrenovations.co.uk 

www.willowrenovations.co.uk 

http://www.willowrenovations.co.uk
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Marnhull Ramblers and Shorts

Marnhull Ramblers end 2015 on a High!
On 26th November Elaine led 12 ramblers around Ashmore, the highest 
village in Dorset. The scenery was absolutely stunning and the weather 
was kind.

The group enjoyed lunch at Compton Abbas Airfield restaurant where 
they were treated to more outstanding views across the Dorset and 
Wiltshire countryside.

The walk followed part of the Wessex Ridgeway, a ‘magnificent ridge-top 
route crossing Dorset’s rural heartland’. More about this long distance 
trail can be found here, 
www.dorsetforyou.com/article/397829/Walking-in-North-Dorset where 
an illustrated guide of the route can be downloaded. And, if your New 
Year Resolution is to Get Walking, you can find out about other walking 
groups in Dorset here, www.walkingindorset.co.uk/groups.php.

The next Ramble is on 28th January, for an email reminder, contact Colin 
Fancourt on colin@fancourt.me.uk or keep your eyes open for Marnhull 
Ramblers posters around the village.

The Sun Shines for the First Walk of 2016
Twenty six walkers met at Dike’s on 13th January for a Quiz Walk 
around Stalbridge organised by Barbara. Barbara’s questions honed 
our observation skills, but at the same time the clear instructions did 
not allow us to get lost - though panic did set in when the team from 
South West Trains arrived to change the timetable poster just as about 10 
people clustered around it trying to find the answer to a question. Luckily, 
the new poster had the information we needed.

There is no plan for a Marnhull Short Walk in February at the time of 
writing, keep your eyes open for our posters or to hear from Colin. The 
plans for the February Ramble are well in hand and it will take place on 
Thursday 25th February. The walk will start at the Farquharson Arms at 
Pimpernel and Tim and Ros will lead the walk up to Blandford Camp, 
taking in the old race track and other historic points of interest. Contact 
Colin on colin@fancourt.me.uk to keep in contact with the group’s plans.

Unfortunately our speaker for this month was stricken by a seasonal 
ailment and was unable to come to us, but we used the time to good 
effect by discussing the list of possible causes the W.I. nationally might 
support.

Each member is asked to select which of the issues most affects or interests 
her, and which she feels could be influenced by her actions. The results are 
counted and the result sent to the WI head office and collated. Eventually 
we should know which of these topics will be the official subject of the 
Institute’s considerable national voice, assured that it will be supported 
by the majority of members.

Here, for general interest, is a brief list of the subjects which have been 
put forward:
1. Urging a ban on microbeads in cosmetics which are non-degradable 
and are getting into the food chain.
2.  Supporting a revival of the British fruit-growing industry. Currently 
we import 80% of our fruit from overseas.
3.  Lobbying for free sanitary protection for homeless women.
4.  Urging national screening to prevent sudden cardiac death in young 
people.
5.  Supporting First Aid training in schools and the workplace.
6.  Lobbying for equal funding in the NHS for mental and physical 
illness.
7.  Preventing food waste and addressing food poverty.  This might 
involve persuading supermarkets to donate food going out of date to 
charities rather than dumping it.
8.  Lobbying for appropriate care in hospitals for people with dementia. 
At present there is no provision for the carer of a demented person 
admitted to hospital to stay overnight with the patient.

Watch this space for information about the national results.

Next month our speaker is Ian Gall and his talk is entitled “From Popes 
to Pop Stars.” This is an open meeting so husbands, sons, paramours and 
significant others are invited to attend.

Yvonne Vintiner

Women's Institute

Marnhull & Gillingham Badminton Club

Badminton for beginners
Monday club social night: 8–10pm (except bank holidays)
Adults £4.50  - Juniors £3.00
Family £7.00 (up to 2 adults & 2 children)
ALL COACHING FREE (Badminton England Coach)
Loads of fun for children and familes

Badminton Club Night
Tuesday club night: 7.00–10.00pm
First night free to new members
ALL COACHING FREE (Badminton England Coach)
Intermediate level players always welcome

Badminton senior night
Thursday senior league night: 8.15-10.15pm
The club is interested in players who wish to play at a league level.
The club participates in the salisbury district league – div2 mens and div2 
mixed and div3 mixed
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Services & Events for January 2016
Sunday 3rd Feast of Epiphany
08.00 – Holy Communion [said]

10.00 – Parish Eucharist

Wednesday 6th 
09.00 - Children’s Service led by

St Gregory’s Primary School
11.00 Holy Communion

Sunday 10th Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
08.00 – Holy Communion [said]

10.00 – Parish Eucharist

Wednesday 13th 
09.00 - Children’s Service led by

St Gregory’s Primary School

Sunday 17th Second Sunday of Epiphany
08.00 – Holy Communion [said]

10.00 –Annual Joint Service at Methodist Church

Wednesday 20th 
09.00 - Children’s Service led by

St Gregory’s Primary School

Sunday 24th Third Sunday of Epiphany
08.00 – Holy Communion [said]

10.00 – Parish Eucharist

Wednesday 27th 
09.00 - Children’s Service led by

St Gregory’s Primary School

Sunday 31st Presentation of Christ in the Temple
08.00 – Holy Communion [said]

10.00 – Parish Eucharist

--------------

0830 - Morning Prayer is held every 
Tuesday to Friday in the Hussey Chapel

 and 0800 on Wednesdays

Churches

St. Gregory's Church

Marnhull Churches Sunday Services
Anglican Church of St. Gregory the Great, New Street

8.00 – Communion [spoken] 
10.00 – Parish Service with Communion

Except 2nd Sunday when there is a Family Service
without Communion. 

Weekday services as advertised
 

Catholic Church of Our Lady, Old Mill Lane
9.30 - Mass
6.00 - Mass

New website: www.marnhullandgillinghamrc.org.uk

Marnhull Methodist Church, Burton Street 
10.00 - Morning Service

St. Gregory's Church Register

Funerals
We extend our sincerest condolences to the family and friends of 
Bernard Jones who had lived in Marnhull for the last 29 years. His 
cremation was held at on December 17th. May he rest in peace.

From The Churches

Thoughts from the Methodist Minister...

Dear Friends,
I was sorting through some old papers recently and came across the ticket 
stubs of a theatre show I had been to a few years ago – the memoires 
came flooding back!  I went to see a production of ‘Jekyll & Hyde’, or to 
give the Robert Louis Stevenson story its full title, ‘The Strange Case of Dr 
Jekyll and Mr Hyde’.

I expect most of us know the gist of the story…  Dr Jekyll feels there is a 
battle within himself between what is good and what is evil.  After drinking 
a potion of his own creation, Jekyll is transformed into the remorseless, 
and evil Mr Hyde.  Over the years there have been many theories about 
the motivation and influences behind Stevenson’s dual creations.  Some 
have seen it simply as a ‘morality tale’ pointing to social hypocrisy in the 
Victorian era - the great divide between ‘outward respectability’ and 
‘inward lust.’  Others have seen it as a much more profound comment 
about the inner conflict at the heart of our human condition - the battle 
between good and evil.

In this month of February, we enter the Christian season of Lent and 
begin to prepare for Easter.  In Lent we hear how Jesus faced up to evil.  
Many people today would see the gospel accounts as the confrontation 
Jesus had not with an ‘external’ Devil, but with the ‘internal’ shadow side 
of his being.  However we view the story of the wilderness temptations, 
we will all agree it is a powerful story that speaks about the dilemmas 
and uncertainties we face in life.  We wish we could be more like Jesus in 
finding answers so that we too would know the right things to say and 
do – but this is seldom easy and usually involves some level of sacrifice. 

You probably recall that ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ has a sad ending - Mr Hyde 
becomes more and more dominant and Dr Jekyll writes a final letter 
knowing he will soon become Hyde permanently.  He ends saying, “This is 
the end of Dr Jekyll.  Goodbye... Good...”  With these words, both the letter 
and the novel come to a close.  Sometimes it feels as though the forces 
of evil are greater and goodness will be overpowered.  The season of Lent 
says our doubts and struggles are real, but not pointless, for the hope of 
Easter lies ahead.  St Paul expresses very well the inner struggle we all feel, 
‘…who will rescue me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God, who 
delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord.’ (Rom. 7. 25)

‘Jekyll & Hyde’ is a great novel (and the show was fantastic!), but I disagree 
with the conclusion - it is not the forces of evil and hatred, but God’s light 
and love that will have the final word.  I believe it because I see it in Jesus 
and in the life of his people today…. 

Peace,

Rev Paul Arnold
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QUIET HALF HOUR PRAYER
12th February at Church of Our Lady

12.00 -12.30pm
ALL WELCOME

Here we are in early 2016 and may I, if a little belatedly, wish you a happy 
and peaceful year. Before looking forward I thought you may be interested 
to have a quick glance back to see approximately how much was raised 
for charity over the last few months by the Methodist community here in 
Marnhull:

Dora’s coffee and cake morning  - £400 to Riziki Children’s Home in Kenya
The Nativity Festival - £450 to Tearfund for refugees in Lebanon/Jordan
After Sunday services coffee monies - £175 to Medicin sans Frontieres
Church Sunshine bags - £35 to All We Can   

For the bigger events the support of villagers made a huge difference 
to the fundraising effort so thank you all very much indeed for giving 
generously. It is rewarding to know that, in a small way, we make a positive 
difference to peoples’ lives by donating to these charities.

LENT EVENTS IN THE VILLAGE
This year, activities to be held over the period of Lent will vary from the 
usual Lent Group format. We   are part of the Marnhull Churches Working 
Together group which has decided on something new for this year. The 
Group has organised the following events which we hope will allow time 
for reflection, thought and prayer at this very special time of year.  

 2016 Timetable for Lent Events in Marnhull 
You, your family, friends and neighbours are most welcome to come to 
any or all of these events, which have been organised by the Marnhull 
Churches Working Together Group.

Feb. 12th 12-12.30 Village Prayer led by Rev P. Arnold - Methodist Church 
                  12-2pm  Lent Lunch at the Methodist Church Hall
Feb 19th 12-12.30 Lent Worship led by Rev P. Colebrook
                  12-2pm Lent Lunch at the Methodist Church Hall
Feb 26th  12 –12.30 Lent Worship led by Patrick & Gillian
                  12-2pm  Lent Lunch at the Methodist Church Hall
 
March 4th 10.30-11.30 Women’s World Day of Prayer - Methodist Church
                            (No Lent Lunch as Luncheon Club meeting in the Village Hall)
March 11th 12-12.30 Village Prayer at St Mary’s R.C Church
                       12-2pm  Lent Lunch at the Methodist Church
March 18th 12-12.30 Lent Worship led by Rev P. Arnold - Methodist Church
                       12-2pm Lent Lunch at the Methodist Church Hall

I do hope that you will be able to join some of the above .
Gillian Walsham (Steward) 

HIRE THE HALL!
The Methodist Church Hall is a good place to hire for family parties and 
social or other events    for individuals, clubs, societies and classes. It is 
easy to find and parking is available. Rates are reasonable and bookings 
can be made by contacting Mrs Marlene Plowman on 01258 820869.

Catholic Church of Our Lady, Marnhull
& 

St. Benedict's, Gillingham

www.marnhullandgillinghamrc.org.uk

Sunday Masses - 9.30am & 6pm (Marnhull) / 11am (Gillingham)

Saints in February

2 - The Presentation of the Lord 
       Commemorates the presentation of Jesus in the Temple forty 
       days after his birth. 

10 - Saint Scholastica, Virgin 
       Saint Scholastica was the sister of St. Benedict, followed his 
       Rule, and is regarded as the first Benedictine nun.

11 - Our Lady of Lourdes 
       The feast marks the first of eighteen apparitions of the Blessed 
       Virgin Mary to St. Bernadette Soubirous in 1858. 

14 – Saints Cyril, Monk and Methodius, Bishop, Patrons of Europe
        These brothers are venerated as the “Apostles of the Slavs”.
        They translated liturgical books into Slavonic with the help of 
        the Cyrillic alphabet, which they created.

Churches Together in Marnhull – Quiet Half-Hour for All
This month is at Our Lady’s – 12 February 12.00 – 12.30pm

Churches

The Methodist ChurchOur Lady's Church

Pause for Thought:
    “Ten thousand difficulties
      do not make one doubt”

Cardinal Newman
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It is lovely to see the children back into school after Christmas showing 
lots of enthusiasm for their learning in what promises to be another busy 
term at St Gregory’s.

Reception children in Pleck Class are learning about the winter weather 
and Polar Regions in their ‘Let it Snow’ topic.  They have had great fun 
incorporating ‘Frozen’ into all areas and their role play area has been 
turned into a magical winter area with snowflakes, snowmen and icicles 
where they enjoy becoming polar explorers. 

Our Year 1 children in Hains class are learning about the farms around us, 
what they grow to eat and what animals are reared on them. They will be 
visiting one of our local dairy farms and cooking using local produce. They 
have set up their own Fruit and Vegetable Market Stall in their classroom 
and have been busy buying and selling their produce.

In Walton class this term our Year 2 children are learning about Food and 
Farming in our locality.  As part of their learning they visited Dike and Son 
supermarket in Stalbridge, where they sampled some of the different food 
types.  This trip got them thinking about where their food comes from so 
the following week, they put on their wellies and headed to Lower Bagber 
Farm to see the animals there and find out about milk, eggs and much, 
much more.  The children are also planning a walk around Marnhull and 
have already been studying maps of the village. 

The cross-curicular topic for all of the children in Key Stage 2 is ‘Ancient 
Egypt.’ Our Year 3 children in Pilwell class will be exploring the River 
Nile which played an important part in the development of the Ancient 
Egyptian civilisation looking how the Nile provided the Ancient Egyptians 
with food, transportation, building materials and much more. 

The term began in Tapshays class with the children sharing their 
knowledge about Ancient Egypt and it appeared there were some experts 
on this topic!. However, the children also wrote down lots of things they 
wanted to find out throughout the term.  Children will learn about how 
the pyramids were built, the discovery of Tutankhamen, mummification 
and hieroglyphics as well as many other aspects of Ancient Egyptian life.

Children in Goddards class have written newspaper reports on the 
finding of Tutankhamun’s tomb and why the discovery was so important 
to historians, as well as learning about the Ancient Egyptian people and 
culture and living with the Pharaohs.

We are pleased to welcome into school ‘Megan’ our ‘listening dog’, brought 
in by Mrs Wells. Megan gives confidence to the children with their reading 
by listening to them and providing them with a sense of achievement. In 
return she gets the odd treat!

Marnhull 12K Run
We invite everyone to get their running shoes on as our PTFA have 
organised a Marnhull 12K Road Race and four Fun Runs to take place on 17 
April. The 12K race is one lap anticlockwise around the villages of Marnhull 
and Fifehead Magdalen.  The race will be run on country lanes with a very 
small section run on the B3092. The fun runs will be run on a farmed field 
and there are four age categories. More details and application forms can 
be found on our website: www.stgregorymarnull@dorset.sch.uk

From all of us at St Gregory’s

St. Gregory’s C.E.VA Primary School

Schools

Village Hall Hire Charges For Weddings & Parties

9 a.m.  to 1 p.m....£30.00         2 p.m.  to 6 p.m.... £30.00

6 p.m.  to 11.30 p.m. (midnight on Sat and Sun).... £50.00

Wedding hire... £150 per day

The spring term started well at St Mary’s with our ‘World Food Day’. The 
school topic this term looks at different areas around the world so we 
decided what better way to introduce this than investigating foods 
associated with those areas. Year 5 and 6 are studying the Americas and 
cooked chilli, tortillas and made guacamole as a side dish. In year 3 and 4 
brushetta, tiramisu and tomato and mozzarella salad were on the Italian 
menu. Key Stage One are thinking about the polar regions and looked at 
melting ice to create water based drinks, polar bear pizzas and snowflake 
biscuits as they are studying the Polar regions. The afternoon ended with 
a school tasting session.  

Our Nuture room is now well established and has had a positive effect on 
the children. The new space is designed as a calming area that children can 
use when they feel worried. The worry bears have now taken permanent 
residence in the room. They were kindly made by one of our parishioners 
and have zipped mouths so they can be feed worries and those worries 
can then be zipped up.

Key Stage Two spent the day at Bournemouth Pavillion watching Horrible 
Histories on tour. The popular group bought ‘Incredible Invaders’ to life in 
a two hour performance. The children saw stories from the Celts through 
to the Vikings battling their way through history. It was a great way to end 
an exciting topic on Invaders.

Year 3 and 4 have the opportunity this term to learn to play the flute. Each 
child has been provided with their own flute and an experienced flute 
teacher is coming in weekly to tutor them. The tooting can be heard far 
and wide and is becoming more tuneful every week. We are all looking 
forward to listening to the children perform in our music concert towards 
the end of term.

St. Mary’s Catholic School
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St Mary’s Explorers have got fully involved in their new topic of ice. The 
children have built an igloo which they are having great fun exploring. 
They have made penguin and polar bear footprints that are surrounding 
the igloo and have even used repeating patterns to make scarves!

The child have been involved in cooking looking at how meringue 
expands to the size of a mountain and ice can melt into a river.

They have also set up a hot area of the room as a contrast. This is full of 
animals from hotter climates and maps of the world showing the different 
areas.

There are spaces available in St Mary’s Explorers for children aged 3 years 
+. We are now open from 8:45am to 3:15pm every week day during term 
time. Early Education Funding and half day sessions are available. If you 
would like to have a look around, or come and stay for a taster session, 
please call the school office on 01258 820417 to make an appointment.   

St Mary’s Explorers

 

 

 

On the 17th December we had our Christmas party, we had a visit from 
father Christmas and his helper everyone was very excited.

Then we had Jamie Jambo entertain us with his funny magic show, the 
children love getting involved with the show.

While the children were entertained parents were able to enjoy a small 
glass of mulled wine with mince pies and apple and cinnamon cake.

Next we sat down and had our party food which went down very well with 
the children. Overall I think it was a great success and all the children and 
parents enjoyed themselves.

We would like to thank everyone for helping on the day and making it 
an exciting event for the children. I would also like thank Alan and Nicola 
Denham for dressing up as father Christmas and his helper you guys were 
amazing.

Also on the 17th December some of the parents met up at the crown to 
have a Christmas meal. It was lovely to see so many of you there and to 
have uninterrupted conversation. It was a great night we look forward to 
the next meal. Thank you to everyone who joined us and made it a great 
evening.

Emma and Dee

Marnhull Baby & Toddlers

 TAXI             CAR
Courteous Lady Driver

Tel: 01258 820526  Mobile: 07929 983095

TAXI – CAR

Courteous Lady Driver
Tel: 01258 820526  

Mobile: 07929 983095

 

http://jacaranda-music.com/TaxiCar.html
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Supporting local people with memory problems

You can find us at the Mindful Café at The Hub,

 off Station Road,Stalbridge 

The café runs on the first Monday of each month, between 
10.00 am and 12 noon.

All welcome

If you would like to help and support Mindful, or for more 
information, contact:

Chair & Membership Secretary, Sally Nutbeem 01747 852153 

(email snutbeem@gmail.com)

Mindful Cafe - Stalbridge
A fully qualified photographer with almost 20 years experience, I 
discovered my passion for photography as soon as I was able to hold a 
camera. It was whilst serving in the Army that the opportunity arose to 
qualify as a professional photographer. I was selected to attend a highly 
regarded and competitive course and after qualifying, assignments were 
carried out in Northern Ireland, Bosnia and Iraq, sometimes in arduous 
and dangerous conditions.

From your initial enquiry I will work hard to ensure that your project runs 
smoothly, within your specified time frames, and most importantly, to an 
agreed budget.  Clients tell me they really appreciate my well-received 
input of ideas and keen eye for detail.  I am happy to work to a well-
defined brief or be given free reign to use my creativity and experience to 
create stunning photography.

Working as part of a wider creative commercial team, which seeks to bring 
various elements together to promote a business, is also something that 
I have worked on. I have experience using an array of techniques and 
styles with film photography and lighting using 35mm, medium format 
and large format cameras.  Working exclusively in the medium of digital 
photography I am pleased to say that my Photoshop skills are excellent.  
Postproduction and image manipulation, if required, are included as part 
of the standard service.

Passionate about creating eye-catching photography it is worthy of note 
that, unlike some photographers, I do not restrict the work I do to specific 
occasions or events. I have captured weddings, christenings, corporate 
and social events as well as our beloved pets, whatever they might be. As 
an ex Police Officer I also have experience of photographing and recording 
valuable items on CD for insurance purposes.

Please visit my website to see some of my images: www.
mikenelsonphotography.co.uk

If you do not have access to the Internet, I am happy to visit you at home 
with my Portfolio.

Please telephone for a chat to discuss any requirements you may have and 
from Easter my office at Compton Abbas Airfield will be open where you 
can also see my gallery.

I look forward to meeting you and providing a professional and friendly 
service. 01258 821036 / 07944 162712

Mike Nelson - Marnhull Photographer

Large, powerful hind legs help the brown hare escape predators at speeds 
of up to 45 mph.  Weighing up to eight pounds, and with a body length 
nearing two feet, this solitary mammal doesn’t hibernate and needs a rich, 
bio-diverse landscape to sustain it throughout the year.  

Although sometimes mistaken for a rabbit, the hare is quite distinct.  It has 
longer, black tipped ears, large staring yellow eyes and runs with its black 
tail held down (not up like the rabbit).

To learn more about this iconic creature of the British landscape come 
along to an illustrated talk by DWT Conservation Officer, Sarah Williams, 
on Wednesday 20th January 2016 at 7.30pm in Fontmell Magna Village 
Hall (SP7 0JU).  A small charge of £2 includes refreshments; there is no 
charge for children under 16.  

Events
Sourcing seafood locally, and in season, will not only help local fishermen 
but also help keep our seas a healthy, living environment.

Dorset Wildlife Trust’s ‘Great Dorset Seafood’ campaign works to encourage 
conscientious sourcing of our favourite seafood, and also to promote 
changing menus to meet seasonal availability.  This will have the double 
benefit of supporting Dorset’s many traditional inshore fishermen and 
help recreate and maintain healthy fish populations around our shores.

Emma Rance, DWT’s Marine Conservation Officer, will give an illustrated talk 
on the progress of this essential campaign on Wednesday 17th February 
at 7.30pm in Fontmell Magna Village Hall (SP7 0JU).  Refreshments are 
included in the £2 entry fee, and there is no charge for children under 16.  

Diary date: Wednesday 16t March: Wildlife of a Working Forest – an 
illustrated talk by professional wildlife photographer, Mike Reed.  Fontmell 
Magna Village Hall (Sp7 0JU) at 7.30pm.

Dorset WIldlife Trust

Do you dislike driving on unfamiliar roads or driving in the dark?

If so, it may be time for some driver refresher training.

For just £5, drivers aged 70 and over can take part in a two-hour theory 
session to update their driving knowledge.

The sessions are organised by Dorset County Council and are run by a 
road safety professional in a friendly, non-threatening environment.

Subjects such as staying fit to drive, new driving techniques, changes to 
the Highway Code, negotiating roundabouts and junctions safely, and 
dual carriageway and motorway driving will be covered.

There is also an option for a practical refresher drive at a later date. This 
90-minute one-to-one practical driving session takes place on local roads 
and includes town and country driving. This aims to improve defensive 
driving techniques, hazard awareness and better road positioning, as well 
as providing tips that can help reduce fuel consumption and vehicle wear 
and tear.

Bookings are being taken for courses across the county for the New Year.

For further information and to book a place on the theory discussion 
session please go to: www.dorsetforyou.com/roadsafety/gold or call the 
road safety team on 01305 221031

Dorset County Council
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AJS Plumbing & Heating
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Tel: 01963 400503 or 07814 038852
Email: office@ajs-plumbingandheating.co.uk
Website: www.ajs-plumbingandheating.co.uk

Boiler Servicing & Maintenance
Air Source Heat Pumps/Ground Source Heat Pumps

Bathroom Installation Underfloor Heating
General Plumbing

Landlord Certificates & Power Flushing

 

 
Tel : 01258 808329 
Mob : 07914 760295  
Email : benhannamelectrical@gmail.com 

 

Musbury Close, 
Marnhull 

All aspects of electrical work undertaken 
 

 New Installations & Rewires 
 Alterations & Additions  

 Consumer unit (fuseboard) upgrades 
 Fault finding & Repairs 

 Condition Reports  

572546 C6413

01258 47460501258 474605
24hr Gas Safe and Oftec Registered Engineers

Boilerwise Ltd
Specialist Boiler Engineers
Repair, Service, Maintenance and Replacement of OIL and GAS Boilers.
Heating System Fault Diagnosis and Repair. Landlord Certifcates,
Systems Surveying and Power Flushing. ©

L
W

                                                                           HOOK 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 
           All electrical works inc: Fault finding & repairs, Condition reports, New builds 
                   Lighting design, Refurbishments, Ecclesiastical, Schools & Domestic. 
                 Contact Ed Cudlip on Tel/Fax: 01258 820161    Mobile: 07956 281644 

EMAIL: hookelectrical@btinternet.com 
 
                                                                                       
                        

 

www.comptonsmith.co.uk

Designer Paints • Wallpapers • Fabrics 
Curtain Poles • Curtains • Upholstery 
Lamps • Architectural Ironmongery  

Interior Design Service • Handmade Furniture

COMPTON
SMITH

10d Wincombe Business Park, 
Shaftesbury, SP7 9QJ  Tel: 01747 850150

CLASSIC INTERIORS

CAUNDLEWOOD INTERIORS 
Makers & Restorers of Fine  

  Handmade Furniture. 
Cabinet making - Polishing - 
  Woodturning - Veneering- 

  Handmade Kitchens & Bespoke 
  Joinery. 

Phone:  01963 362252 
www.caundlewood.co.uk 
 

 OVENOLOGY 
WE REPAIR  

WASHING MACHINES, ELECTRIC 
COOKERS 

STORAGE HEATERS & DYSONS 

+PHONE POINT INSTALLATIONS 

L.E.D. UPGRADES 

PORTABLE APPLIANCE TESTING 

CALL JOHN ON 

01258 426971 

 

 

http://www.comptonsmith.co.uk
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The egg that shares the Easter story 
This year The Real Easter Egg range has had a makeover and each single 
boxed egg includes a unique copy of the Easter story in the shape of a pull 
out 37 cm high cross illustrated by Helen Cann.

The Original milk chocolate egg includes images of spring and three 
crosses on the box with Mark’s resurrection text under the lid. It also 
includes a Fairtrade milk chocolate Yummy Bar. 

The Special Edition egg this year comes with an olive wood holding cross 
keyring from Bethlehem and an orange milk chocolate bar.

Not enough space for Easter eggs 
Every year, 80 million Easter eggs are sold in the UK. But with Easter day 
falling on 26th March this year, it means there is not enough shelf space 
available in shops or enough time for online retailers to post them all out 
leading to shortages. So if you normally buy your Real Easter Eggs online, 
from supermarkets or a local shop, then act now.

Tastes good and does good
The Real Easter Egg remains the only Fairtrade chocolate Easter egg to 
have an Easter story booklet in the box and to make a charitable donation 
from sales. 

Since its launch in 2010, the number of Real Easter Eggs sold has been 
rising. The volume of sales means that production of Fairtrade chocolate 
has had to be moved from Europe to the UK. This is a great success story 
which churches and schools have played a part in making happen. 
In addition more than £200,000 has been donated to charitable and 
educational causes.  

Where to buy
Please note that the Dark egg and Special Edition are not being sold in 
supermarkets but can be bought from independent stores or ordered 
online.

This year, you can buy from www.realeasteregg.co.uk , Tesco, Waitrose, 
Morrisons or from independent stores, bookshops and Cathedral shops. 

See the full shop list or order at www.realeasteregg.co.uk    

Real Easter Eggs Launch 
  

 Buy With 
Confidence!

Have you heard about Buy With Confidence?  It is a national 
scheme of traders approved by Trading Standards, which was set 
up in response to concerns about rogue traders, which are often 
highlighted in the media.  The scheme provides consumers with 
a list of local businesses which have given their commitment to 
operate in a legal, honest and fair way.

The businesses are vetted and approved by professionally qualified 
Trading Standards Officers who will have been and visited the 
trader to ensure their compliance with the law and to help ensure 
they will provide a quality service.  The business will have to pass 
tailored background checks which include each applicant being 
checked against the National Trading Standards complaints 
database. Continual monitoring is undertaken to ensure the 
integrity of the scheme.

Whilst we cannot promise that a Buy With Confidence member’s 
work will be perfect every time, you can expect any problems to be 
dealt with fairly by the business and Trading Standards can offer to 
assist and help resolve any issues.

Trading Standards - Part 1

Marnhull Messenger Award Winners
I’m pleased to announce that the Marnhull Messenger picked up the Best 
Design Award in the 2015 National Parish Magazine Awards. This year the 
awards saw over 600 entries from all across the country.

Our village publication was also ranked 3rd overall. The judges commented 
on the quality and variety of articles submitted by our contributors and I 
would like to highlight how grateful the Messenger Committee are.

So we have a target for this year!

In December Sturminster Newton Cheese Festival gave donations of 
around £40k to local charities & organisations. Group representatives from 
the local community were delighted to receive much needed funds.

Successful SturQuest applications included support for the new Mess & 
More! Toddler Group and the Sturminster Newton Town Team to kick start 
the fundraising for the 2016 Christmas light switch on.

Grants Available
Do you work in a rural enterprise looking to grow? Are you developing 
high quality tourism facilities? Do you help provide vital services to rural 
communities?

Alison Moore, vice-chair of the Northern Dorset LEADER Local Action 
Group (LAG) will announce that the LAG is ‘Open for Applications’ at a Rural 
Funding event in East Dorset today. The LAG welcomes grant applications 
from rural based businesses and organisations looking for capital funding 
to realise their ambitions for growth.

Some of projects which the LAG could fund include:
• Starting a new business in a rural area;
• Helping an existing rural business to grow;
• Developing high quality tourism products or services, particularly those 
connected to the area’s unique network of trails and heritage;
• Helping rural communities provide imaginative solutions to ensure the 
survival and strengthening of village services and cultural and heritage 
activity;
• Improving the management of woodland and developing new products.
• Introducing new technology onto farms to increase productivity;
• Helping producers improve the processing, marketing and distribution 
of local products.

For information about how to apply and the type of projects the Local 
Action Group can fund please see the website www.dorsetleader.co.uk or 
contact James Roberts Tel. 01305 225525.

SturQuest
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SAUL MITCHELL
PAINTER & DECORATOR

Maintaining the Past, 
Designing the Future

All aspects of decorating

TEL 01747 830029
MOB 07787 927455

J O S E P H  P E A C O C K 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 

07967 664446 

INTERIOR  * EXTERIOR  *  FREE 
ESTIMATES 

SHAFTESBURY 

  BRAMALL GARDENS LTD  
   
DESIGN—LANDSCAPING—MAINTENANCE 

  

 EXPERIENCED IN ALL ASPECTS OF GARDENING 

FAST AND EFFICIENT 

ALL RUBBISH REMOVED 
   

 : 01258 820394   MOBILE : 07971 793 872 

 

http://www.ovenuyeovil.net
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MARNHULL VILLAGE HALL AND SUPPORTERS CLUB

APPLICATION FORM  2016

Name…………………………………………………………………

Name must be the same as on your Bank Account, or a winning cheque may not be honoured.

Address………………………………………..........……....................        Post Code….....……………

I/We wish to become a member(s) and purchase…………… tickets at £6 per annum each to be 
entered into the prize draws. I/We enclose a cheque for £…… made payable to “Marnhull Village 
Hall”

Date………………….      Signature…………………………………….

Send to : Mrs S Blackford,  6 Musbury Close , Marnhull  DT10 1JR

MARNHULL VILLAGE HALL AND SUPPORTERS CLUB

APPLICATION FORM  2016

Name…………………………………………………………………

Name must be the same as on your Bank Account, or a winning cheque may not be honoured.

Address………………………………………..........……....................        Post Code….....……………

I/We wish to become a member(s) and purchase…………… tickets at £6 per annum each to be 
entered into the prize draws. I/We enclose a cheque for £…… made payable to “Marnhull Village 
Hall”

Date………………….      Signature…………………………………….

Send to : Mrs S Blackford,  6 Musbury Close , Marnhull  DT10 1JR
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        CRADLE TO GRAVE 

          Willow Coffins &Baskets 

Specialists in handmade willow 
caskets for environmentally friendly 

farewells. Suitable for burials or 
cremations. Lovingly crafted in 

Dorset. Call Cath Pratley (Marnhull) 
01258 821457/07919 385854 

cradletogravewillowcoffins.co.uk 

 

                    

'1N MIKE
NELSON 

l!J � PHOTOGRAPHY 
www.mikenelsonphotography.co.uk 

16 Burges Close, Marnhull, Dorset, DTIO lQQ 

Tel: 01258 821036 
Mob: 07944 162712 

email: hello@mikenelsonphotography.co.uk 

 

TURKS 
GARAGE 

Marnhull Road,  
Hinton St. Mary,  

Sturminster Newton 
Established 1988 

 
Cars & Light 
Commercial 

 
 MOT’s 

SERVICING 
& REPAIRS 

Petrol & Diesel 
 

01258 472686 

 
Do you have something  

special to say from Thank you,  

Happy Birthday to I love you? 

Full florist service available 

Local deliveries and  

eFlorist relay members 
Say it with flowers . . . . . . . .  

Station Road, Stalbridge, 

Dorset. DT10 2RQ 

Tel: 01963 362355 
Email: williamsflorists@live.co.uk 

www.williams-florist.co.uk              

 
Mon to Fri 9 - 5 and Sat 9 – 4 

Large Free Car Park Opposite  
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PGM 
Pauline Mitchell 

 
Soft Furnishing,  

Dressmaking  
&  

Alterations 
 

01747 853509 
 

20 years experience 
The Chimes,  

 

3 St. Rumbolds Road,  
 

Shaftesbury,  
 

SP7 8NE 

 

                       SEAMSTRESS 
Curtains, Soft furnishings, Fabric 

Accessories & Clothing Alterations. No 
job too big or small. City and Guilds 

qualified 

Call Rosie Lovell 

 (Marnhull) 01258 821457/07780 703641 

www.facebook.com/rlneedlethread 

PRIVATE PIANO  
TUITION 

 

By experienced 
teacher 

Beginners to Avanced 

All ages welcome 

Tel:  01258 820 420 

http://www.cradletogravewillowcoffins.co.uk
http://www.mikenelsonphotography.co.uk
http://williams-florist.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/rlneedlethread
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MNPG - The Planning Continues

I expect that many of you have been wondering what the Group has been 
doing with the information you provided in the survey about the future of 
Marnhull last year.  Progress has been slow, because we have to integrate 
your ambitions for the village with the North Dorset District Council 
(NDDC) plan for the district.  This District plan has suffered delays and 
NDDC will only be ready for our input in mid-2016.  We have established 
that Marnhull will need to have firm plans to provide sites for 35-40 
houses in the period to 2031.  This is over and above land that already has 
planning permission for housing.   According to the results of last year’s 
survey this development should be in small groups of 5-10 houses.

In the past, NDDC canvassed local landowners to find out if they were 
willing to offer up parcels of land for housing development.  These sites are 
known as SHLAAs and there are currently 15 of these in the village, some 
less than an acre and the largest about 35 acres.  If there are any other 
landowners in the village who wish to offer up land to be considered for 
housing development up to 2031 as well, they should contact a member 
of the MNPG as soon as possible.

The area of SHLAAs currently registered is significantly larger than that 
needed to meet the 35-40 house target.  The MNPG needs to determine 
the criteria that NDDC should use to prioritise the sites and these criteria 
should be approved by villagers.  The MNPG have produced a draft set of 
site assessment criteria listed in the table below.  During March and April, 
we shall visit various village clubs, societies and activities to discuss the 
relative importance of these criteria with you.  We are looking forward 
to hearing your views and will provide an overview of our findings in the 
June issue of the Marnull Messenger. 

Ros Eveleigh, Elaine Spencer-White, Alan Lloyd, Michael Lawson
Marnhull Neighbourhood Planning Group

Location of sites
Getting about
•  Negative impact on safety of pedestrians
•  Increased traffic on village pinch points
•  Improvement of footpath network
•  Provision of cycleways

Visual impact
•  Brownfield (in preference to greenfield)
•  Negative impact on character views of the village
•  Negative impact on Conservation Areas
•  Impact on existing housing

Environment/Sustainability
•  Negative impact on surface water management in the village
•  Negative impact on wildlife and biodiversity
•  Potential to increase tree planting
•  Disturbance of archeological sites

Type of development
•  Priority to homes for the elderly (smaller or residential homes)
•  Priority to affordable homes or shared ownership for young families
•  Eco-homes

Additional considerations
•  Light pollution
•  Design of houses sympathetic to rural nature of the village

Dorset POPP - Are You Over 50?

Dorset Partnership for 
Older People Programme

The Partnership for Older People Programme (POPP) works with local 
organisations and individuals (over the age of 50) to develop supportive 
communities and neighbourhoods where older people can receive 
appropriate and timely help and support. 

Our vision is a place where people and communities are living the 
lives they choose.  Everything we do within POPP is because someone 
somewhere wanted something different.  We offer appropriate help 
and support to individuals or groups within Marnhull and surrounding 
villages. This service is free of charge and is funded by Dorset County 
Council and NHS Dorset and has been running successfully for the past 
9 years. 

In Marnhull there are two POPP Wayfinders, Anne Wilkins and Wendy 
Lake.  They provide support and information to an individual, family 
member or friend about the services and support available in this area – 
whatever your needs are, they will always try to find the answer.  Contact  
Anne on 07971 338258, anne.wilkins@helpandcare.org.uk or Wendy on 
07920 650601, wendy.lake@helpandcare, org.uk.

Rosie Gall is the Marnhull POPP Champion.  Her role is to listen to older 
peoples’ concerns, identify opportunities to improve services and 
develop ideas in to real community activities.  Where appropriate we 
can even provide funding to support an existing group or to get a new 
project off the ground.  Previous examples include: computer groups, 
skittles, table tennis, tea dances, lunch clubs, coffee mornings, exercise 
classes and friendship groups.  For more information Rosie can be 
contacted on 07823 412119 or by email rosie.gall@helpandcare.org.uk.

University of the Third Age

Local archaeologist John Smith gave us a fascinating insight into the 
Roman Army in Dorset. Dressed in the full equipment of a typical Roman 
infantryman he brought the Roman era to life. 

Each item of clothing he wore was based on documented evidence or else 
a replica of actual finds, many of which were discovered here in Dorset. 
John explained the purpose of each item of equipment and separated 
fact from Hollywood fiction in how things were used by a real Roman 
infantryman.

What did the romans do for us? At the time of the occupation, the 
standard British dwelling was wattle and dab. The Romans brought stone 
built houses, glass windows, under floor heating, sanitation, straight well 
drained roads, a standardized currency, written records, the list goes on, 
many things we take for granted today were originally developed by the 
Romans, a long lasting legacy which has benefited us all.

Our next meeting at 10am on 4th February at the Father’s House, 
Shaftesbury will feature Richard Edwards telling us about his life as a TV 
Cameraman.



23

www.marnhullmessenger.org.uk Marnhull Messenger

Abbot & Slater

Proactive Estate Agency

Market Cross, Sturminster Newton

STURMINSTER NEWTON . BLANDFORD . LONDON

Hunting for a
new home?

We offer a personal, thoroughly professional
& proactive estate agency service that goes

the extra mile to help clients. 

So whether you are 
selling or buying call ... 

01258 830 860

www.abbotandslater.co.uk

A&S Marnhull Messenger  Colour Advert 95 x 260 1_16.qxp_Layout 1  13/01/2016  13

                                     
G & A COOK 

Motor Vehicle Services 

Burton Street, Marnhull 

Tel: 01258 820239 

 

           General Repairs, Servicing, MOTs 
(Cars & Motorcycles), Brakes, 
Clutches, Diagnostics, Tyres, 

Wheel Alignment 

Petrol & Diesel 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Head Office 
Unit 5 Chaldicott 

Barns, Semley 
Shaftesbury 

SP7 9AW 
01747 858888 

North Dorset’s family run professionals in all aspects of Domestic and Commercial Fire, 
Security and CCTV 

Installation and Takeover Service on any alarm from any company 
 

20% discount for all Marnhull 
Messenger readers 

http://www.abbotandslater.co.uk
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DORSET MOVIOLA
in association with 

MARNHULL ENTERTAINS
 presents

45 YEARS

In Marnhull Village Hall
Tuesday 23rd February at 7.30 pm

Doors and licensed bar open 7.00 pm
Tickets: £5.00
Available from:

Robin Hill Stores - 01258 820959
or Marnhull Stores - 01258 820116

There is just one week until Kate 
Mercer’s (Charlotte Rampling) 
45th wedding anniversary and 
the planning for the party is going 
well. But then a letter arrives for 
her husband (Tom Courtenay). 
The body of his first love has been 
discovered, frozen and preserved 
in the icy glaciers of the Swiss 
Alps. By the time the party is upon 
them, five days later, there may 
not be a marriage left to celebrate.

Marnhull Music Society
In January we were treated to a very special evening. Bill Reed had agreed 
to present one of our monthly concerts, and after he died his daughter 
Catherine decided that she would like to compile the programme she 
thought her father would have liked. She sent her list of music to her 
brother John and he presented it at the society. It was a heartfelt and 
poignant tribute to a much loved father, and the sense of a close and 
caring family, united by a love of music and a strong religious faith, came 
through to the listeners.

Many of the items were deeply personal: a recording of Catherine singing 
the family grace before meals and another of her playing the organ at 
her father’s funeral. Naturally there were plenty of choral pieces reflecting 
Bill’s various vocal interests: “A Magnet Hung in a Hardware Shop” from 
the Gilbert and Sullivan opera “Patience”, a delightful Thomas Morley 
madrigal that Bill evidently sang with his group at the Stourhead Fete 
Champetre, a section of Karl Jenkins’ “Armed Man” and the Limbo Myano 
church choir illustrating Bill’s time in Malawi.

Bill and his wife Mavis were excellent dancers so Catherine and John 
included a Johann Strauss waltz, and as Bill was a keen bird watcher there 
was even a short recording of a British song thrush.

An odd item was a recording of the very strange rhythms and unsettling 
stresses of the music from River Dance. Hearing this alien sound I 
sometimes wonder if the Irish are not in fact people from another planet.

In this varied but very individual programme there was something for 
everyone, and my personal favourite was the wonderfully melting 
baritone voice of a soloist from Kings College Chapel choir singing “Three 
Kings from Persian Lands Afar”.

The evening was a most affecting memorial to a popular and big-hearted 
man who will be much missed by the community where he made his 
home. Next month is Ladies’ Choice and the programme will be presented 
by Judy Fyfe.

Yvonne Vintiner

                    THE LEGION CLUB 
   FIRST CHOICE FOR:        EXCELLENT FACILITIES: 

  Club and Society venue           Adaptable arrangements 
  Birthday parties               Meeting room 
  Wedding and family celebrations       Bar 
  Dinner dances             Barbecue 
  Fund raising events                  Safe garden 
  Free Skittle alley            Pool table/darts 

  FUTURE EVENTS 
 

 Art classes every Monday and one Thursday.  
Short mat bowls Friday 2 to 5pm. 

 

                     Sat. Jan. 30th Big Mama and the Misfits                                            Sat. Feb. 6th Chas Roberts 
            Sat. Feb.13th Valentine's dance with the Replicas                                  Sat. Feb. 20th Matthew Rock 
                                 Sat. Feb. 27th Outrage                                                                  Sat Mar. 5th Elvis 56   
 

 Entry free to members others £2 on entertainment evenings 
The CLUB may be booked for private functions at reasonable rates. 

To arrange viewing, check availability, discuss your requirements or apply for membership contact Tony on 820397 
or E-mail jack@whitehead001.fsnet.co.uk 

Child Okeford Flower Arranging Club will have their next meeting at 
2.15pm on Tuesday 16th February in the Child Okeford Community 
Centre.  This will be a practical workshop entitled ‘Mossy cushions and 
floral crowns’.  Everyone is most welcome.  

For more information please contact Sue Brown on 01258 863775. 

Child Okeford Flower Arranging Club

Sturminster Newton Floral Group
We are having an ‘In -House’ workshop on Wednesday 10th February in the 
Chivrick Room at The Exchange, Sturminster Newton, starting at 7.30pm. 
So if you would like to come along a brush up your flower arranging skills 
with some helpful, friendly ladies in a very relaxed atmosphere, this is the 
time to do it.

All you need is a bunch of flowers, a little foliage and some scissors. We 
have containers and floral foam for sale, if you have nothing suitable at 
home. Admission for visitors is £5 including a drink and a biscuit. For more 
details phone 01258 472473.
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Part of The Southern Co-operative

-24 hour service  
-Free bereavement advice  
-Pre-paid funeral plans

www.funeralcare.co.uk

GILLINGHAM
2 High Street, SP8 4QT

01747 824738

SHAFTESBURY
Greenacre House, Salisbury Road, SP7 8BS

01747 858968

Sutcliffe & Co 
Chartered Accountants 

We are a long established local practice at Old 
Bank House, Sturminster Newton, acting for a 

wide variety of local businesses and individuals. 
 

We offer a full range of business advice, taxation 
and accounting services including 

Self Employed Accounts Company Accounts 
 

Self Assessment Tax Returns 
 

 Tax planning  
 

Cash Flow and Business Plans  
 

Management Advice 
 

Corporate Planning VAT advice and returns  

PAYE, CIS and Payroll 
 

We provide a personal and professional service 
and look forward to assisting you in achieving 

your business objectives and meeting your  
statutory obligations 

 

For an initial no obligation meeting 
 

telephone Mitchell Langhelt, Ann Coward or 
Nicky Huzal on  

01258 472344 

Nazareth Lodge
Residential Care Home Sturminster Newton

http://www.funeralcare.co.uk
http://www.nazareth-lodge.co.uk
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Garden Tips for...
February

“February is merely as long
as is needed to pass the

time until March”
                                  ~ J.R. Stockton

I’m deadheading daffodils and it’s 2nd January! Everything seems out of 
order, climate change is certainly having an effect on our gardens. The 
pampas looks very drab, not its usual fluffy cream. Dark moulds have 
spoilt its fluorescence as they did last year, again an effect of the wet. 
Very wet and windy! Do we stick to March for rose pruning or start now to 
protect them from the heavy wind? I think we should start sooner rather 
than later as with this mostly warmer weather buds will break sooner. 

Slugs and snails are busy on the daffodils. We can deal with “bugs” by being 
vigilant but all this water? However, there is no guarantee it will be wet all 
summer so water butts still need to be installed. Good staking will help 
resist heavy winds but those oh-so-solid fences need to be reconsidered. 
The open palisade or ‘hit and miss’ fence is to be recommended as it both 
breaks the force of the wind and reduces damaging turbulence on the 
leeward and windward sides as well as reducing any rainshadow.

Another action of all this rain is to leach away soluble nutrients out of 
the soil: come spring planting extra compost and fertilizer may well be 
needed. On a sunny winter’s day it is still a pleasure to get out in the 
garden. 

Bill Miller

The top topics being discussed this month:

Balance Pond re maintenance on going

Checking Drains - Church Hill, Burton Street, & New 
Street All Done

Heart Defibrillator delivered Training given on 11th Dec 
15 with £35-52p was donated to the Air Ambulance

Wi-Fi for village hall ongoing, but poles are now in place

Chippings in layby Todber

Bus Transport another review with possible further 
losses

Planning Applications letter to CE NDDC

Neighbourhood Plan on going

Flood Warden are you interested?

Footpaths SLA progressing

Parish Council page on Messenger web site on going

Recruiting Councillors are you interested? 

First Aid in Schools both schools are interested St John 
Ambulance dealing

All of the above are currently being dealt with by your Parish Council If 
you would like to learn more or wish to comment please call 821636 or 
email trevor.mpc@gmail.com

Parish
Mutterings

Thursday 4 February

In association with Artsreach ‘The Devil’s Violin Company’ present 
‘The Forbidden Door”. An intriguing and evocative show combining 
storytelling and live music.

Don’t open that door! As soon as the rule is laid down, we know it will 
be broken. Once the door is opened, then what? With their visceral 
combination of live music and dynamic storytelling, The Devil’s Violin 
weave an enchantment of melody and mystery. Expect love, loss, drama, 
danger, horror, humour, twists and trials.

Performance starts 7.30pm. Adult £8.00/Friends & Under 18 £6.00/Family 
£25.00 (Suitable for ages 12+)

Wednesday 17 February

Garden Open in Collaboration with Shaftesbury Snowdrop Festival

Admission: Adults £3.50 Friends £2.50 Under 16’s Free, 10.00 am – 4.00 
pm, Light lunches available, assisted wheelchair access, dogs on leads 
welcome

Wednesday 17 February , 11-2

CLOSE-UP AND FLOWER PHOTOGRAPHY COURSE, £25.00 per person 
(payable on the day – cheque or cash only)

Edward Parker will be running a photography course suitable for people 
of all abilities and with any type of camera. The idea is to show budding 
photographers how to change some of the settings on their cameras to 
improve the results and to explain how to take the best images possible 
on whatever equipment they use.

To book an event contact the Trust office on 01747 811853 or email: 
info@springheadtrust.org.uk

Springhead Trust Events

AGE UK DORCHESTER …would like the Benefit of your Advice!

Age UK Dorchester has need of experienced welfare benefits volunteers 
to join its Welfare Benefits Team to provide information and advice 
regarding welfare benefits to older people in North Dorset by way of 
home visits. 

Welfare Benefits Volunteers interview clients, identify entitlement to 
benefits, assist with completion of benefit claim forms e.g. Attendance 
Allowance, Pension Credit and PIP; act on clients’ behalf, help with letter 
writing, undertake diagnosis, and provide information with options.

If you: 

- Like to identify problems and solutions in meeting the needs of older 
people

- Have some spare time to give

- Enjoy volunteering

- Are an experienced welfare benefits practitioner

Please contact Janice Webb on 01305 269444, welben@ageukdorchester.
org.uk

Rowan Cottage, 4 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester DT1 1PW www.
ageukdorchester.org.uk 

Age UK Dorchester
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• All aspects of tree surgery

• Dismantling and felling

• Pruning

• Tree planting schemes - design to implementation

• Tree management and aftercare

• Hedgerow planting, aftercare and trimming

• Tree disorders and solutions

• Tree pest and disease analysis

Telephone 01747 850 253
NPTC Certified Tech.Arbor.A Qualified

All work carried out to BS3998 standards

• 

 

PESTWRIGHT 
THE COUNTY MOLE 

CATCHER 
Complete pest control services 
Friendly, reliable service 

BPCA qualified, 
Insured 

Call Jim on 
01963 362292 
07854 395112 

 

  DARREN KENDALL 
   
  WOOD BURNING STOVE INSTALLATIONS 
 

Fully qualified HETAS approved registered installer.  
From opening up your fireplace, carrying out  
chimney remedial works, fully installing and  
self certificating new wood burning stoves.  

 
HOME: 01258 820804   MOBILE:  07813 607 234 
Building works carried out by an NVQ/City & Guilds fully qualified builder 

The Curtain Man 
Curtains Carpets Upholstery 
Roller /Venetian/Roman Blinds 

Free Measuring and Estimates 
Expert Service - Competitive Prices 

Burton Street, Marnhull 
Sturminster Newton DTlO lPH 

Tel/Fax: 01258 821117Mobile: 07802 744869 
email: thecurtainman@btconnect.com 



Crossword and Sudoku Answers

ACROSS 
1. Enigma 4. Dixie 6. Goa 7. Obsidian 8. Boer 11. Deuce 13. Duma 15. Calypso 16. Old Nick
17. Pipe 19. Attar 21. Scud 24. Calvados 25. Try 26. Ovary 27. Needle
DOWN 
1. Eagle 2. Gobi Desert 3. Adieu 4. Drive 5. Xanadu 6. Grub 9. Okapi 10. Royle 12. Collar bone
13. Danes 14. Machu 18. Pichu 19. Alloy 20. Twain 22. Caste 23. Drey

Hard Medium
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            Pension
       Scams!

Last April, the Government introduced new pension rules enabling 
greater access to and freedom around, how people spend their 
pensions.  However, there is growing concern that the new rules 
will increase the risk of investment and other types of fraud.  
Indeed, it has already been reported that one in seven over 55’s 
have been targeted by pension fraudsters, and it’s been estimated 
that the amount of money lost to pension scammers between 
April and August 2015 was just over £9 million, which is around 
twice as much as the same period in 2014.  The most common 
way used by potential scammers to contact over-55s is by email, 
followed by phone and then by post.

Be very wary if you get:
- A cold call offer of a free pension review;
- A cold call offer of a one off investment opportunity (for 
example, in land development, fine wines, precious stones, etc);
- An offer of an investment described as ‘unique’, ‘overseas’, 
‘environmentally friendly’, ‘ethical’ or in a ‘new’ industry ;
- An offer of exploiting a legal loop hole;
- A proposal to put all your funds into one investment;
- A convincing marketing offer that promises returns of over 8%;
- An offer involving transferring your money quickly, and sending 
documents to you by courier.

Do not rush into apparently attractive financial offers and make 
sure you seek advice and guidance before agreeing to anything.  
Dorset Trading Standards Buy With Confidence scheme has a 
list approved financial advisors.  Impartial guidance is available 
through the Government’s Pension Wise guidance service.  Visit 
www.pensionwise.gov.uk or phone The Pensions Advisory Service 
on 0300 123 1047.  Finally, beware of copycat websites – some 
websites can look like they’re official government services like 
Pension Wise when they’re not.

If you think you’ve been the victim of a pension scam or would like 
details of a Buy With Confidence approved financial advisor, call 
Citizens Advice Consumer helpline on 03454 04 05 06 and report it 
to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040.

Trading Standards

We started the year with a talk by Andrew Hutchinson on Weeds and 
how to Control them – the Control bit being the one most of us are 
interested in!

First – what is a weed?  Actually it is just a flower out of place.  One man’s 
cornflower patch is another man (the farmer’s) weed.  Most of what we 
call weeds were originally plants of cultivated land, and most of our 
cultivated plants were bred and cross-bred from wildlings.  The reason 
we dislike “weeds” is that they compete for water, space and nutrients 
with whatever it is we are trying to cultivate, be it wheat, potatoes or 
dahlias.

Most “weeds”  are annuals and they specialised in seeding themselves on 
any patch of bare ground, and they evolved so their seeds can lie dormant 
for many years – even centuries.  That is why scarlet poppies (for the 
Commonwealth) and cornflowers (for France) are the commemorative 
flower of the battlefields of  World War I.  Some of the “weeds” in the UK 
travelled north after the retreat of the Ice in years past, which explains 
why we have less native weed varieties than in the Continent – some 
plants just didn’t make the crossing before the North Sea and Channel 
developed.

Andrew’s “day job” was with a manufacturer of chemical to eradicate farm 
weeds and he developed a base of pictures of weed seedlings to teach 
new salesmen who the enemy was.  He also learned that most counties 
– and villages within counties – have their own individual names for 
weeds, some of which are very rude (but descriptive).  We had a slide 
show of  “know thy enemy”, and I think most of us recognised the more 
common, but some were quite new, probably because we don’t have the 
right conditions for them.

He finished up talking about Japanese knotweed, one of the notifiable 
weeds.  It is an offence to grow it, and disposal must be at a licensed site. 
It contributes to flooding, hinders biodiversity  and houses with it in the 
garden can be unsaleable.   Because it can tolerate -35°, grow 7 metres 
horizontally and 3 metres deep, it is extremely difficult and expensive 
to remove, but it can be done with persistence and chemicals, and now 
there is an imported (from Japan) insect which may help control it.  It is 
edible so maybe someone should market it as the new “super food” ... it 
is supposed to taste like sour rhubarb.  It has herbal medicinal uses, and 
is like by bees.

The next meeting is the AGM, and members are reminded to bring a 
plate of food for the American Supper (and their own alcohol).  No subs 
to be paid until March.  Visitors are always welcome.

SB

Marnhull Garden Club
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DOGS WELCOME
at our gorgeous  B & B

Spring Cottage

Mill Lane

Marnhull

Own Entrance, Terrace & Lounge
Sleeps 2/3

01258 820519
07807 845338

www.springcottagebandb.co.uk

 

THE OLD MALTHOUSE 
BED & BREAKFAST 
& SELF CATERING 

Carraway Lane 
Marnhull 

01258 821514 
07773329510 

www.theoldmalthouse.uk.com 

The Old Bank 
Bed & Breakfast 

 

Comfortable, friendly,  
Family Home 

In the centre of the village 
 

The Old Bank, 
Burton Street, Marnhull 

01258 821019 
enquiry@theoldbank-marnhull.co.uk 

 

The Barn 
Bed & Breakfast 

 
Quiet, Comfortable and Friendly 

on the edge of the village 
 

Hillside 
Marnhull  

01258 820912 
 

www.thebarnbedandbreakfast.co.uk 

PRIMROSE COTTAGE
Burton Street, Marnhull, DT10 1PP

A romantic retreat

Luxury Holiday Cottage for two
Short Breaks or Weekly Lets

Please contact
Rachel Oxford: 01258 820850

www.primrosecottagedorset.co.uk

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Escape to the country and 
feel at home in our cosy 

comfortable holiday cottage 
with enclosed garden safe for 

children and dogs  

Holiday Cottage to let 
 

Situated on a smallholding with direct  
access to footpaths and surrounding 

beautiful Dorset countryside. 
 

Hampers of home grown vegetables available. 
Accommodates 6 people including children 

Dog friendly. Fully furnished to a high standard 
with all appliances.  

 

Overnight stays, weekends 
and longer term lets welcome 

 

01258 821037  
Marnhull, Dorset 

 
 

 

Happy Pets and Home  Service 

House Sitting 
Pet Care 

Garden Care 
Painting & Decorating 

 

Competitive Rates 
 

Call Juliet: 07773 566425 
                01495 790906 

Domestic Pets & Farm Animals 

Friars Moor  
Veterinary Clinic  

www.friarsmoorvets.co.uk 

Sturminster 01258 472314  

Blandford 01258 472160 

Shaftesbury 01747 850500 

24 Hour emergency care •  Consultations by appointment 

http://www.springcottagebandb.co.uk
http://www.theoldmalthouse.uk.com
http://www.theoldbank-marnhull.co.uk


ACROSS
1) Puzzle in the title of an orchestral work by Elgar. (6)
4) Informal name for southern states of the US. (5)  
6) Former Portuguese colony in India. (3)
7) Naturally occurring volcanic glass.  (8)
8) 17th century Dutch settler in South Africa. (4)
11) 40 all in tennis. (5)
13) Russian government. (4)
15) Type of music from Trinidad and Tobago (7)
16) The devil. (3-4)
17) A churchwarden or meerschaum for instance. (4)
19) Oil made from rose petals. (5)
21) Russian ballistic missile. (4)
24) Apple brandy. (8)
25) A score in rugby. (3)
26) Lending money at high rates of interest. (5)
27)  Leaf of a pine tree. (6)

DOWN
1) Two under par in golf. (5)  
2) Barren region of China and Mongolia. (4-6)
3)  French word used as a goodbye. (5)
4) A gathering to play certain card games. (5)
5) Kublai Khan’s summer capital. (6)
6) Larva of an insect. (4)
9) African browsing mammal of the giraffe family. (5)
10)  TV family. (5)
12) Most frequently broken bone in the human body. (10)
13) Inhabitants of Copenhagen. (5)
14) and 18) Inca citadel in Peru. (5-6)  
18) See 14D. (6)
19) Mixture of two elements one of which is metal. (5)
20) Surname adopted by author Samuel Clemens. (5)
22) One of the hereditary classes of Hindu society. (5)
23) A squirrel’s nest. (4)  

All puzzle answers on page 28

Marnhull Sudoku

Medium Difficulty Hard Difficulty
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The Piddle Valley Players 
proudly presents 

Music by RICHARD RODGERS 
Book and Lyrics by OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN II 

16th to 20th February 2016   
 
 
 
 

Piddletrenthide Memorial Hall at 7pm 

 

£10.00 including refreshments 
 

Tickets from Old Chapel Stores, Buckland Newton and Piddletrenthide Post Office from January 
 

Based on Ferenc Molnar’s Play “Liliom” 
As adapted by Benjamin F. Glazer      Original Dances by Agnes de Mille  

 
FOR MORE DETAILS LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! THE PIDDLE VALLEY PLAYERS 



Marnhull Messenger

31

www.marnhullmessenger.org.uk Marnhull Messenger

Shaftesbury: 01747 440448
Sherborne: 01935 817736
Gillingham: 01747 822103
Blandford: 01258 440530
www.maclachlansolicitors.co.uk

• Residential Property
• Wills, Probate & Tax
• Personal Injury
• Employment Law
• Equity Release Mortgages
• Powers of Attorney
• Motoring Offences
• Dispute Resolution

• Commercial Property
• Company Law
• Agricultural Matters
• Employment Issues
• Debt Recovery
• Licensing
• Commercial Disputes
• Business Advisory Service

Services for Individuals Services for Business

a fresh approach

macl_a5_alloffices 2.qxd:Layout 1  05/09/2014  12:28  P  

Email: chris@thehonest.agency

FREE WEBSITE AUDIT

http://www.maclachlansolicitors.co.uk
http://thehonest.agency


http://www.symondsandsampson.co.uk

